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The lot upon which the Amesbury cottage was
built afforded a garden that every year produced
a great variety of fruits and vegetables. Mr.
Whittier gave much attention to it, enjoying the
work as he could not enjoy the heavier labor on
his ancestral acres. About forty years ago, the
eastern end of the cottage was made two stories in
height, and at the southeastern corner an addition
was made of the same height. The lower room
in the addition was fitted up for a study, and the
upper room, after the death of his sister Elizabeth,
in 1864, became Mr. Wliittier's chamber. The
study was always known as the " garden room."
Mr. Whittier objected to the use of the word
" study," or " library," for such an unpretentious
literary workshop. It was warmed by a Franklin
stove. In the recess on one side of the chimney
were book-shelves, and in the corresponding recess
on the other side was placed his writing-desk.

The book-shelves held only a small part of Mr.
Wliittier's constantly increasing library, which
overflowed into nearly all the rooms. The north-
ern window, next the desk, was in a door opening
upon a little veranda, and gave a view of the
street and .the southern slope of Po Hill, which is
close at hand. This pleasant little room natu-
rally became the sitting-room of the family. For
Mr. Whittier loved domesticity, and could read
and write without disturbance' in the midst of
household affairs. It is the room held in most
loving remembrance by the friends and visitors of
the poet. In it he did his best work. Here
" Snow-Bound" was written, and many of his